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O n e  m o r n i n g  U k a l i q  w a ke s  u p  t i re d .  H e  d i d  n ot 
s l e e p  ve r y  we l l .  H e  to s s e d  a n d  tu r n e d  a l l  n i g ht .

N ow  h e  i s  to o  t i re d  to  d o  a n y th i n g  to d a y .
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Afte r  U k a l i q  g et s  u p  a n d  e a t s  b re a kfa st , 
h i s  l i tt l e  b roth e r  a s ks  to  p l a y  w ith  h i m .

“ Le a ve  m e  a l o n e ! ”  s a y s  U k a l i q .  “ I ’m  to o 
t i re d  to  p l a y .”

U k a l i q’s  b roth e r  i s  u p s et .
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“ U k a l i q ,  y o u’re  n ot  b e i n g  n i ce .  S a y  y o u’re  s o r r y  to  y o u r  b roth e r,” 
s a y s  U k a l i q’s  m o m .

U k a l i q  g ro a n s .  “ S o r r y . . . ,”  h e  s a y s  to  h i s  l i tt l e  b roth e r.  “ I ’m  j u st 
re a l l y  t i re d .  I  d i d n’t  s l e e p  we l l  l a st  n i g ht ,”  s a y s  U k a l i q .
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“ U k a l i q ,  I ’m  s o r r y  y o u  d i d n’t  s l e e p  we l l . 
B u t  th a t  d o e s n’t  m e a n  it ’s  o k a y  to  b e 
r u d e  to  oth e r s .  M a y b e  y o u  s h o u l d  g o 

a n d  g et  s o m e  fre s h  a i r.  S e e  w h a t  y o u r 
fr i e n d s  a re  u p  to,”  s a y s  U k a l i q’s  m o m .
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U k a l i q  w a l ks  o u t s i d e .  T h e  b i rd s  a re  c h i r p i n g .  T h e  s u n  i s  b r i g ht .  U k a l i q 
r u b s  h i s  t i re d  e y e s .  H e  j u st  w a nt s  to  g o  b a c k  to  b e d .

U k a l i q  s e e s  h i s  fr i e n d s  p l a y i n g  o n  th e  tu n d r a .  H e  w a l ks  ove r  to  th e m .

T i r i  i s  j u m p i n g  ove r  a  ro c k . 

U m i n g m a k  a n d  N a n u q  a re  p l a y i n g  I n u it  g a m e s .

Tu ktu  i s  p l a y i n g  h o p s cotc h .
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“ H i ,  U k a l i q ! ”  s a y s  N a n u q  c h e e r fu l l y .

U k a l i q  g ro a n s .  “ H i ,  N a n u q ,”  h e  s a y s .

N a n u q  n ot i ce s  th a t  U k a l i q  d o e s  n ot  s e e m  l i ke  h i m s e l f.

“ W h a t ’s  w ro n g? ”  a s ks  N a n u q .

“ N oth i n g ,”  m u m b l e s  U k a l i q .  H e  l et s  o u t  a  b i g  y a w n .
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T h e  re st  of  U k a l i q’s  fr i e n d s  w a l k 
ove r  to  N a n u q  a n d  U k a l i q .

“ H i ,  U k a l i q ! ”  s a y s  T i r i  c h e e r fu l l y .

“ U k a l i q ,  y o u’re  h e re ! ”  s a y s  Tu ktu .

“ We  we re  wo n d e r i n g  w h e n  y o u’d 
co m e  o u t  to  p l a y .  I s n’t  i t  a 

b e a u tifu l  d a y? ”  s a y s  U m i n g m a k .

U k a l i q  s i g h s  a n d  y a w n s  a g a i n . 

14



15



16



“A re  y o u  o k a y ,  U k a l i q? ”  a s ks  Tu ktu .

“ I ’m  j u st  t i re d ,”  s a y s  U k a l i q .  “ I  co u l d n’t 
fa l l  a s l e e p  l a st  n i g ht .  W h e n  I  f i n a l l y  d i d , 

I  w a s  to s s i n g  a n d  tu r n i n g  a l l  n i g ht .”

“ H m m . . . I  kn ow  w h a t  w i l l  h e l p,”  s a y s  T i r i . 
“Ta g ,  y o u’re  it ! ” 

T i r i  to u c h e s  U k a l i q  a n d  sta r t s  to  r u n 
a w a y .  U k a l i q  d o e s  n ot  m ove .
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“ I  d o n’t  fe e l  l i ke  p l a y i n g  ta g ,”  s a y s  U k a l i q .

“ H ow  a b o u t  h o p s cotc h? ”  a s ks  U m i n g m a k .

U k a l i q  s i g h s .  “ N o .  Yo u  g u y s  p l a y .  I ’m  j u st 
g o i n g  to  re st  h e re  fo r  a  l i tt l e  w h i l e ,”  s a y s 

U k a l i q ,  s itt i n g  o n  a  ro c k .

Tu ktu  s it s  n ex t  to  U k a l i q .  H e  l o o ks  co n ce r n e d . 
“ We  d o n’t  h a ve  to  p l a y ,”  s a y s  Tu ktu .
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“T h a n ks ,”  s a y s  U k a l i q .  “ I  w i s h  I  w a nte d 
to  p l a y .  I  u s u a l l y  l ove  ta g .  I ’m  j u st  i n 
a  b a d  m o o d .  Eve r y th i n g  i s  b oth e r i n g 

m e .  W h e n  I  w a s  w a l k i n g  h e re ,  eve n  th e 
s o u n d s  of  b i rd s  we re  a n n o y i n g  m e .”

“ Ye a h ,”  s a y s  N a n u q .  “ We  c a n  s it  w ith  y o u  a n d  ta l k .”

T h e  re st  of  th e  g ro u p  s it s  d ow n  a ro u n d  U k a l i q .
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“ I  u n d e r sta n d ,”  s a y s  U m i n g m a k .  “ L a st  we e k  I  h a d  a  b a d 
d a y .  Eve r y th i n g  w a s  a n n o y i n g  m e .”

“ W h a t  d i d  y o u  d o  to  fe e l  b ette r? ”  a s ks  U k a l i q .

“ We l l ,  I  ta l ke d  to  m y  d a d .  H e  s a i d  th a t  s o m eti m e s  we 
j u st  h a ve  b a d  d a y s .  H e  s a i d  I  co u l d  tr y  d o i n g  s o m eth i n g 

I  l i ke  to  m a ke  m e  fe e l  b ette r,”  s a y s  U m i n g m a k .
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“ S o  w h a t  d i d  y o u  d o? ”  a s ks  U k a l i q .

U m i n g m a k  te l l s  th e  g ro u p  a b o u t  h ow  s h e  we nt  to  p l a y 
w ith  s o m e  ro c ks  b y  th e  w a te r.  T h e  s o u n d  of  th e  w a te r 
m a d e  h e r  fe e l  c a l m .  At  f i r st  p l a y i n g  w ith  ro c ks  d i d n’t 
h e l p .  B u t  s o o n  s h e  sta r te d  to  b u i l d  s o m eth i n g  re a l l y 

co o l .  S h e  b u i l t  a  f i re - b re a th i n g  f l y i n g  i n u ks u k* !

* i n u k s u ki n u k s u k  (e e - N O O K- s o o k) :  
ro c k  c a i r n  u s e d  to  a i d  h u nte r s 

a n d  i n d i c a te  d i re c t i o n
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U k a l i q  sta r t s  to  fe e l  h i s  m o o d  g ett i n g  b ette r.  “T h a t ’s  s o 
co o l ! ”  h e  s a y s ,  i m a g i n i n g  a  f i re - b re a th i n g  f l y i n g  i n u ks u k .

“ M a y b e  y o u  s h o u l d  tr y  d o i n g  s o m eth i n g  y o u  l i ke ,”  s a y s  Tu ktu .

“ Yo u’re  r i g ht ,”  s a y s  U k a l i q . 

U k a l i q  fe e l s  b ette r  a fte r  ta l k i n g  to  h i s  fr i e n d s . 

“ I  th i n k  I ’m  st i l l  to o  t i re d  to  p l a y  ta g ,”  s a y s  U k a l i q .  
“ B u t  h ow  a b o u t  h i d e - a n d - s e e k? ”

T h e  fr i e n d s  a l l  l i ke  th a t  i d e a .
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N a n u q  c l o s e s  h e r  e y e s  a n d  sta r t s  co u nti n g . 
Eve r y o n e  e l s e  s p re a d s  o u t  to  f i n d  a  h i d i n g  s p ot .

“O n e . . . ,”  s a y s  N a n u q .

U m i n g m a k  h i d e s  b e h i n d  a  b i g  ro c k .

“Two . . . ,”  s a y s  N a n u q .

Tu ktu  h i d e s  b e h i n d  a n  i n u ks u k .
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“T h re e . . . ,”  s a y s  N a n u q .

T i r i  h i d e s  b e h i n d  a  s m a l l  ro c k .

“ Fo u r. . . ,”  s a y s  N a n u q .

U k a l i q  h i d e s  b e h i n d  a  b e r r y  b u s h .
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N a n u q  f i n i s h e s  co u nti n g .  “ Re a d y  o r  n ot , 
h e re  I  co m e ! ”  s h e  c a l l s  o u t . 

S h e  sta r t s  l o o ki n g  fo r  h e r  fr i e n d s .

F i r st  s h e  f i n d s  Tu ktu .  T h e n  s h e  f i n d s  T i r i . 
T h e n  s h e  f i n d s  U m i n g m a k .
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B u t  w h e re  i s  U k a l i q?  
T h e  fr i e n d s  l o o k  a n d  l o o k ,  

b u t  th e y  c a n’t  f i n d  h i m .

“ S h h h ,  I  th i n k  I  h e a r 
s o m eth i n g ,”  s a y s  T i r i .
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T h e  fr i e n d s  a re  q u i et .  T h e y  h e a r  s o m eth i n g  th a t  s o u n d s 
l i ke  s n o r i n g  co m i n g  fro m  b e h i n d  th e  b e r r y  b u s h .

N a n u q  p e e ks  b e h i n d  th e  b u s h .  S h e  s e e s  U k a l i q  fa st  a s l e e p !
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T h e  fr i e n d s  q u i et l y  g i g g l e .  T h e y  d e c i d e  to  ke e p  p l a y i n g  q u i et l y 
w h i l e  U k a l i q  s l e e p s .  H e  n e e d s  th e  re st .  W h e n  U k a l i q  w a ke s  u p, 

h e  w i l l  b e  re a d y  to  sta r t  th e  d a y  ove r  i n  a  b ette r  m o o d !
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Ukaliq did not sleep very well last night, and now he is having a bad day. 
He doesn’t have the energy to play tag. Even the birds chirping and the bright, sunny 

day are bothering him! Can Ukaliq’s friends help him to feel better?
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