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Tundra Plants Activity Cards



This set of six tundra plant cards is 
an additional resource teachers can 
use with the ᐱᕈᖅᑐᑦ ᒥᒃᓵᓄᑦ /  
A Walk on the Tundra book study. 
The cards can be used with two of 
the activities in the book study, 
or with the additional activities 
described here.

For some of the activities, students will work in pairs. You may 
not have enough sets of cards to give each pair of students a 
full set. Each pair does not need a full set of cards to complete 
the activities. You can divide the sets and distribute an equal 
number of cards to each pair. Make sure that pairs do not have 
more than one of the same card.
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ᐱᓕᕆᐊᒃᓴᖅ: ᓇᓗᓇᐃᔭᐃᓂᖅ 
ᐱᕈᖅᑐᓂᒃ
Activity: Describing Tundra Plants  
(from the book study)

Students write about a tundra plant using the five senses. Students 
can look at the large colour photographs on the cards as they 
complete the activity. See book study for details.

ᐱᓕᕆᐊᒃᓴᖅ: ᐊᐱᖅᓱᕐᓂᖅ
Activity: Asking Questions
Organize students into groups of three or four. Give each group a 
set of cards. Students in the group take turns drawing a card from 
the set and reading the name of the tundra plant. The students in 
the group then ask questions about each plant. For example, "Where 
does this plant grow?"



ᐱᓕᕆᐊᒃᓴᖅ: ᓇᓚᐅᒋᐊᕈᒃ ᐱᕈᖅᑐᖅ
Activity: Guess the Plant
Organize students into groups of three or four. Give each group a 
set of cards. Each student in the group takes a turn selecting a card 
but does not show it to the group. The other students in the group 
ask yes-or-no questions to determine the identity of the mystery 
plant. For example, "Does the plant have purple flowers?" After 
someone guesses the plant correctly, the set is passed to the next 
student in the group.

ᐱᓕᕆᐊᒃᓴᖅ: ᐱᕈᖅᑑᑉ ᐊᑎᖓ ᐅᖃᕈᒃ
Activity: Name the Plant
Organize students into pairs. Give each pair a set of cards. One 
student in each pair is in charge of the plant cards, and the other 
student is the guesser. The cards are kept in a pile face down on a 
desk. The student with the cards shows each card to their partner 
but covers the name of the plant. The guesser tries to say the name 
of the plant. The guesser is allowed one guess for each card. After 
both students have taken a turn as a guesser, they shuffle the set 
of cards and start again.



ᐱᓕᕆᐊᒃᓴᖅ: ᐱᕈᖅᑑᓪᓗᖓ ᑭᓲᕗᖓ?
Activity: What Plant Am I?
Organize students into pairs. Give each pair a set of cards. The cards 
are kept in a pile face down on a desk. One student is the describer 
and the other is the guesser. The student who is the describer 
picks up the card on the top of the pile without showing the other 
student. The describer looks at the image of the plant and describes 
what the plant looks like to the guesser. The guesser tries to say 
the correct name of the plant. The guesser is allowed two guesses 
for the card. The students switch roles after each turn. The guesser 
becomes the describer and picks up the next card in the pile.

ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓂᑦ ᐃᓚᓕᐅᔾᔨᓂᖅ: ᖃᐅᔨᒪᔨᑕᖅ 
ᐅᓂᒃᑳᕆᐊᖅᓯᒪᔪᖅ
Community Inclusion Event: Expert Guest  
(from the book study)

Have someone from the community visit your classroom to 
demonstrate one or more different uses for tundra plants. For 
example, the expert could show students how to prepare qijuktaat 
so that it can be used to make a cooking fire, or how to brew tea 
with paunnait. The cards can be used as a reference tool during the 
visit. See book study for details.



ᐱᓕᕆᐊᒃᓴᖅ: ᓇᓕᐊᒃ ᐱᕈᖅᑐᖅ...?
Activity: Which Plant...?
Organize students into pairs. Give each pair a set of cards. Have 
students look at the glossary of ᐱᕈᖅᑐᑦ ᒥᒃᓵᓄᑦ / A Walk 
on the Tundra. Ask each of the questions provided below, one at a 
time. Students will look in the glossary for information about tundra 
plants. If students have a tundra plant card that fits the description 
in the question, they raise the plant card in the air. Choose one of 
the pairs with a card raised to answer the question with details 
about the plants.

	● Which plants are used for medicine?
	● Which plants can you eat?
	● Which plants can be used for cooking?
	● Which plants can be used to make tea?
	● Which plants have flowers?
	● Which plants grow on hillsides?
	● Which plants should you wait until the end of the summer 

to pick?
	● Which plants have more than one use (for example, eating, 

cooking, medicine)?
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